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Agenda 
• Overview of NC-VDRS 
• OCME case studies of child deaths/role of 

prevention teams in counties/CFR Teams  
• Awareness and use of NC-VDRS 

statewide- UNC Capstone Team 



Background to NVDRS 
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Presentation Notes
As a state we are part of the national surveillance system.  Each state has it’s own set-up and unique circumstances although there are required data elements and standards employed.  Because NC-VDRS has experience in linkage multiple data sources, it was thought that this project fit well within its capabilities. 



Violent Deaths in the US 
• 55,000 Americans die from violence  

• Entire population of Halifax or Edgecombe County, NC 

• MVT (40,000) & HIV (14,000) 

• Suicide (35,000) & Assaults (18,000) 

• Homicide and suicide affect young and old 

Homicide 2nd leading cause of death – persons 15-24 years  

Suicide: 

• 2nd leading cause for persons 25-34 years 

• 3rd leading cause for persons 10-24 

• 4th leading cause for persons 35-54  



What is the National Violent Death Reporting 
System (NVDRS)?  

 
1. Population-based, public health reporting system on deaths from 

violence managed by the CDC 
  ● Funding through competitive application 
  ● Ultimate goal to fund 50 states and territories 
 
2. Data are collected by states and sent to CDC 
  ● Data on homicides, suicides, and deaths from 

 unintentional firearm, legal intervention and 
 undetermined intent obtained from multiple sources 

   ● Personal identifiers are removed  
 
3. Provides timely and detailed data on incidents where someone is 

killed by violence, including victims, suspects, weapons, 
circumstances and their inter-relationships. 

 
 



Currently Funded NVDRS States, 2015 
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Presentation Notes
As mentioned, 18 states have been funded with the ultimate goal of funding all 50 states.  The first set of states started in 2003.  NC started data collection in 2004. The two newest states are OH and MI.  NC is surrounded by several participating states.  



Data Sources 

• Data are gathered from multiple sources 
• Death Certificates (SCHS) 
• Medical Examiner (OCME) 
• Law Enforcement (Local) 
• NC-IBRS(SBI) 



Types of Information Gathered 
 

• Demographics (victim and suspect) 
• Circumstances of the event 
• Alcohol/drug use by the victim 
• Type of location where the event happened 
• Type of weapon used 
• Relationship between the victim and suspect 

 



Findings to Date 
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As a state we are part of the national surveillance system.  Each state has it’s own set-up and unique circumstances although there are required data elements and standards employed.  Because NC-VDRS has experience in linkage multiple data sources, it was thought that this project fit well within its capabilities. 



Deaths by Manner/Intent: Resident and Occurrence Deaths 
North Carolina Violent Death Reporting System, 2004-2015* 

Total resident deaths = 19,527 

Total occurrence deaths = 21,802 

Solid bars: resident deaths 

Striped bars: occurrence deaths 

*provisional data 2014 & 2015 
As of Dec 30, 2015. 



Percent of deaths due to Violence by Manner/Intent: 
Occurrence Deaths (NC-VDRS, 2004-2015*) 

Switch to trend-line graph 

*provisional data 2014 & 2015 
As of Dec 30, 2015. 
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Trend line graph. The main point is that suicides typically are 2/3 and homicides 1/3 of cases with remaining less than 5%. Trends have been  stable over time.



Violent Death Rates by Manner/Intent and Age:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2004-2014*) 

*provisional data 2014 
As of Dec 30, 2015. 



Violent Death Rates by Manner/Intent, Sex and Race/Ethnicity:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2004-2014*) 

*provisional data 2014 
As of Dec 30, 2015. 



Percent of Deaths by Method of Fatal Injury:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2004-2015*) 

Homicide Suicide 

*provisional data 2014 & 2015 
As of Dec 30, 2015. 
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Firearms for both homicide (68%) and suicide (59%) are the leading method of death. 



Suicide 

Presenter
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As a state we are part of the national surveillance system.  Each state has it’s own set-up and unique circumstances although there are required data elements and standards employed.  Because NC-VDRS has experience in linkage multiple data sources, it was thought that this project fit well within its capabilities. 
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Presentation Notes
Slide 8: “This is a map showing all of the violent death rate by County in North Carolina. As you can see, for North Carolina overall, there are 18.8 violent deaths per 100,000  North Carolina residents.” 



Suicide Rates by Sex, Race and Ethnicity:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 
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Suicide Rates by Age Group for Ages 10 or Older:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 
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Suicide Circumstances: N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 
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Homicide 
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As a state we are part of the national surveillance system.  Each state has it’s own set-up and unique circumstances although there are required data elements and standards employed.  Because NC-VDRS has experience in linkage multiple data sources, it was thought that this project fit well within its capabilities. 
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Slide 8: “This is a map showing all of the violent death rate by County in North Carolina. As you can see, for North Carolina overall, there are 18.8 violent deaths per 100,000  North Carolina residents.” 



Suicide Rates by Sex, Race and Ethnicity:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 

Sex Race Hispanic/Ethnicity 
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Suicide Rates by Age Group for Ages 10 or Older:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 
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Precipitating Circumstances for Homicide 
• Did the homicide result from: 

• an argument or conflict over money or property? 
• jealousy or distress over an intimate partner’s 

relationship or suspected relationship with 
another person?  

• conflict between current or former intimate 
partners? 

• gang-related involvement? 
• interpersonal conflict, such as abuse, insult, 

grudge, or personal revenge? 
 
 



Homicide Circumstances:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 
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Precipitating Crimes for Homicide 

• Was the homicide precipitated by another crime:  
• Drug dealing or illegal drug use? 
• Rape or Sexual Assault? 
• Burglary? 
• Robbery? 
• Motor vehicle theft? 
• Assault? 

 
 



Crimes Precipitating Homicides:  
N.C. Residents (NC-VDRS, 2013) 
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Partnerships:  
Community and Researchers 



NC-VDRS Advisory Board 

• Researchers (Duke, UNC, ECU, RTI) 
• Local community partners 
• Law Enforcement (Durham Chief of Police) 
• Data Providers (Vital Records, SBI) 
• Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
• State Organizations (NCCADV) 

2 



Durham Community 

• Historical partnership with Durham since 
inception of NC-VDRS 

• Great and active partners: researchers, Health 
Department, Police/Sheriff, community 
prevention groups 

• Help inform our work and keep project 
grounded in community prevention efforts 
 
 



Durham Reports 



NC-VDRS Resources 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the data is processed, we generate reports, presentations and fact sheets.  We have been building our inventory of publications and making presentations about the NC-VDRS.  A few examples of these report and fact sheets can be found in the folders placed on your chairs.  In addition, most of our reports can be found at our website.





NC-VDRS Website 



NC-VDRS Data Users Agreement 



¿Preguntas? 

www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov/about/ncvdrs.htm 
www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov 

NC-VDRS 
Scott Proescholdbell, NC-VDRS Director 

Scott.Proescholdbell@dhhs.nc.gov 

Tammy Norwood, NC-VDRS Program Manager 
Tammy.Norwood@dhhs.nc.gov 

919-707-5425 
 

http://www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov/about/ncvdrs.htm
http://www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov/
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